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“It’s the first time anyone has come to see me because  

of what happened, and it happened 21 years ago. I am glad  

the government is taking our situation into account. Thank you 

for recognizing even an old woman like me.”

Maria 
a landmine survivor referring to a comprehensive survey  

of landmine survivors supported by the UNPRPD in Mozambique
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BACKGROUND

The project United Nations Partnership to Promote the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Mozambique was 

launched in October 2012 to advance CRPD implementation 

through a multipronged strategy involving both right holders 

and duty bearers. A key objective of the initiative was 

enhancing the capacity of organizations of persons with 

disabilities to engage in advocacy and policy dialogue. 

Another key goal was the development of more robust data-

collection systems to become the foundation for the effective 

design, implementation and monitoring of disability rights 

programmes. Recognizing the specific circumstances of the 

country’s estimated 20,000 landmine survivors, an additional 

component was included in the project that focused on 

supporting the development of a National Action Plan  

on Victims Assistance.
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RESULTS

ENHANCED CAPACITY OF ORGANIZATIONS 
OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

The UNPRPD work in Mozambique created opportu-

nities for several organizations of persons with dis-

abilities to play a more proactive role in demanding 

the full realization of disability rights, with 18 distinct 

advocacy activities enabled through partnerships 

facilitated by the project. 

Assistance was provided to the Forum of Mozam-

bican Associations for the Disabled (FAMOD) in the 

review of the government report to the CRPD Com-

mittee and in the development of an independent 

shadow report complementing the government sub-

mission. The Mozambican Association of the Visually 

Impaired (AMDV) received a project grant to conduct 

sensitization sessions on inclusive education for 

teachers and education managers. The Mozambican 

Association of Youth with Disabilities (AJODEMO) 

conducted several awareness-raising activities for 

health-service managers, medical officers and nurses 

with project financial support. In addition, connec-

tions were made with media channels such as Radio 

Maria and Radio Alfa & Omega, which extended the 

reach of communication efforts aimed at promoting 

the principles of disability inclusion among the  

Mozambican general public.

STRENGTHENED INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY 
ON DISABILITY DATA COLLECTION

A module for the collection of disability statistics was 

developed by the project in collaboration with the 

national statistical bureau — Instituto Nacional de 

Estatística (INE) — and with the active participation of 

FAMOD. In addition, training on the application of the 

module was organized for 36 enumerators. Among 

other things, the training provided FAMOD an oppor-

tunity to raise the enumerators’ awareness of the 

constraints experienced by persons with disabilities 

and address some of the misconceptions associated 

with the theme. The disability statistics module devel-

oped by the project could not be included in a recur-

rent multipurpose household survey as originally 

planned since this initiative was called off due to 

financial constraints. Nonetheless, significant capac-

ity on data collection was built in the process and 

advocacy efforts are underway to incorporate the 

module into the next nationwide survey. 



STRENGTHENED INSTITUIONAL 
CAPACITY FOR SERVICE DELIVERRY

The UNPRPD project contributed to the design 

and startup of Information, Orientation and Social 

Support Services (SIOAS) — referral and out-

reach centers established under the aegis of the 

Social Action department of the Ministry of Gender, 

Children and Social Affairs. These centres link chil-

dren with disabilities and their families with a range 

of social protection, health, education and social 

services that are required to improve their well-

being. An estimated 1,697 children with disabilities 

(796 girls and 901 boys) have been reached  

by SIOAS outreach centers to date. 
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PLAN OF ACTION ON LANDMINE 
VICTIM ASSISTANCE

The UNPRPD project partnered with the Landmine 

Victims Assistance Network (RAVIM), the Ministry 

of Gender, Children and Social Action, the Ministry 

of Health and Handicap International to conduct a 

comprehensive survey on the circumstances and 

aspirations of survivors of mines and unexploded 

ordnances in Mozambique. The findings of the sur-

vey, documented in the report ‘Shattered Dreams 

— Living Conditions, Needs and Capacities of 

Mines and Explosive Remnants of War Survivors in 

Mozambique,’ significantly contributed to shaping  

the country’s first National Plan of Action on landmine 

Victim Assistance. In November 2015, the Plan was 

approved by the Council of Ministers and included 

as an addendum to the already-approved second 

National Disability Plan (PNAD II 2012-2019).  

Relevant line Ministries were subsequently required 

to take the necessary budgetary measures to ensure 

the full implementation of the plan.
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THE UNITED NATIONS PARTNERSHIP 
ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS     
WITH DISABILITIES (UNPRPD)

Officially launched in 2011, the United Nations 

Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(UNPRPD) is a unique collaborative effort that brings 

together UN entities, governments, disabled people’s 

organizations and the broader civil society to advance

disability rights around the world. The UNPRPD 

supports the full implementation of the Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) by 

facilitating policy dialogue, coalition-building and 

capacity-development at country, regional and global 

levels. In doing so, it leverages the comparative 

advantage of multiple stakeholders to advance the 

vision of a “society for all” in the 21st century.

The UN entities participating in the UNPRPD are the 

International Labour Organization (ILO), the Office of 

the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR),  

the United Nations Department for Economic and Social

Affairs (UNDESA), the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Educational, 

Cultural and Scientific Organization (UNESCO), the 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations 

Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 

 Women (UN Women), the World Health Organization 

(WHO). The UNDP Inclusive Political Processes Team 

serves as the Technical Secretariat for the Partnership. 

The UNPRPD also works closely with multiple civil 

society organizations including the International 

Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability 

and Development Consortium (IDDC).

The UNPRPD is supported by the UNPRPD Fund, 

a Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) established to 

mobilize resources for the Partnership. The UNPRPD 

MPTF is administered by the UNDP Multi-Partner 

Trust Fund Office (MPTF Office) and builds on 

 the experience developed by the MPTF Office in 

managing multiple Multi-Partner Trust Funds and  

joint programmes around the world.
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UNPRPD Technical Secretariat 

One United Nations Plaza

New York, NY, 10017 USA

For more information: UNPRPD.Secretariat@undp.org




