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“The Department of Social Development would like to 

express its appreciation to the UN Partnership on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities, which, through its Fund, rendered 

significant financial and technical support to the development 

process of the White Paper on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities. This enabled the Department to, amongst others, 

finalize research into a number of the key policy options 

considered in the White Paper and deepen participation  

by civil society. It will furthermore assist with the roll-out of an 

implementation capacitation programme across government 

and civil society, but also in particular for representative 

organizations of persons with disabilities (inclusive of parents’ 

organizations).”
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BACKGROUND

The effective planning and implementation of programmes  

related to the CRPD was hindered in South Africa by an insuf-

ficiently developed policy framework, inadequate alignment 

between budgetary allocations and CRPD provisions, and a 

lack of comprehensive data on the opportunities and chal-

lenges faced by persons with disabilities. The UNPRPD pro-

ject Accelerating the Implementation of the UNCRPD in 

South Africa was launched in 2013 to assist the South African 

government in addressing these bottlenecks through work 

focused on three entry points: the articulation of a CRPD-

compliant policy framework; the development of an analytical 

framework for disability-sensitive budgeting; and the strength-

ening of monitoring capacity in the area of disability rights. 
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RESULTS

ADOPTION OF A REVISED NATIONAL 
DISABILITY RIGHTS POLICY 

A White Paper on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities was approved by the Cabinet of Ministers 

of South Africa, together with its Implementation 

Matrix, on December 9, 2015. The Paper, which 

updates the Integrated National Disability Strategy  

of 1997 in light of the provisions contained in the 

CRPD as well as the National Development Plan for 

South Africa, significantly benefited from analytical 

work carried out by the UNPRPD participating UN 

organizations as well as assistance provided by the 

project in the context of civil society outreach efforts.

DEVELOPMENT OF AN ANALYTICAL  
FRAMEWORK FOR DISABILITY SENSITIVE 
BUDGETING 

A study on the economic impact of disability at the 

household level was conducted within the UNPRPD 

framework in order to provide the evidence base for 

more adequate budget allocations in relation to dis-

ability rights. The findings of the first phase of the 

study have already started to inform the policies of 

the Treasury and Revenue departments as well as the 

funding models for basic education and early child-

hood development programmes. Similarly, decisions 

about reasonable accommodation for public servants 

with disabilities and for post-school education and 

training have been influenced by the research.  

The review of the National Health Rehabilitation 

Policy, which also covers the provision of assistive 

devices currently underway, is making use of the 

study’s evidence, as are the review of the National 

Social Welfare Policy and the development of a new 

group housing infrastructure policy.



STRONGER MONITORING AND EVALUATION 
CAPACTIY IN THE AREA OF DISABILITY 
RIGHTS 

The UNPRPD project provided the technical support 

necessary for the development of a government-

wide Disability Rights Monitoring and Evaluation 

Framework that is aligned with the new disability 

policy. The Framework is constituted by three pillars: 

a set of indicators and processes to monitor statisti-

cal trends relevant to persons with disabilities; a set 

of indicators and processes to monitor government 

performance in advancing disability rights; and a 

process to obtain feedback from persons with dis-

abilities through participatory research. This process 

institutionalizes the government’s commitment to en-

sure the participation of representative organizations 

of persons with disabilities in the monitoring of CRPD 

implementation as per CRPD Article 33.3. 

As part of its efforts to advance monitoring capacity 

in the area of disability rights, the project facilitated 

the disability disaggregation of targets and indica-

tors contained in South Africa’s National Develop-

ment Plan 2030. Furthermore, work began on the 

development of a Disability Inequality Index that will 

enable policymakers to assess variations over time 

and space in the wellbeing experienced by persons 

with disabilities and their families relative to national 

averages. These tools will further assist the govern-

ment in pursuing the principle of ‘leaving no one 

behind,’ which underpins the National Development 

Plan as well as the internationally agreed Sustainable 

Development Goals.



CensUs 2011 disabiliTy monograPh

insTiTUTional relaTionshiP 
beTween The deParTmenT of 

soCial develoPmenT and foUr 
divisions of sTaTisTiCs soUTh 
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STRENGTHENED INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY 
FOR DISABILITY DATA COLLECTION 

The UNPRPD fostered greater collaboration between 

the designated national disability rights coordinating 

mechanism — currently located in the Department of 

Social Development — and Statistics South Africa, the 

national statistical office. An outcome of this collabora-

tion was the Census 2011 Disability Monograph, which 

provided the country’s first national profile of persons 

with disability since 2001 and helped establish a crit-

ical baseline for the design and monitoring of disabil-

ity rights programmes. The collaboration with Statistics 

South Africa also contributed to deepening analysis, 

eliminating data misinterpretation and halting the use 

of harmful terminology. A more institutional relation-

ship between the Department of Social Development 

and four divisions of Statistics South Africa was formal-

ized during the implementation of the project. In addi-

tion, work is progressing on the establishment of a 

centralized disability statistics database as a collabora-

tion between the two institutions.



THE UNITED NATIONS PARTNERSHIP FOR 
RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
(UNPRPD) 

Officially launched in 2011, the United Nations 

Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(UNPRPD) is a unique collaborative effort that brings 

together UN entities, governments, disabled people’s 

organizations and the broader civil society to advance 

disability rights around the world. The UNPRPD 

supports the full implementation of the Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) by 

facilitating policy dialogue, coalition-building and 

capacity-development at country, regional and global 

levels. In doing so, it leverages the comparative 

advantage of multiple stakeholders to advance the 

vision of a “society for all” in the 21st century.

The UN entities participating in the UNPRPD are the 

International Labour Organization (ILO), the Office of 

the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR),  

the United Nations Department for Economic and Social 

Affairs (UNDESA), the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Educational, 

Cultural and Scientific Organization (UNESCO), the 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations 

Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 

Women (UN Women), the World Health Organization 

(WHO). The UNDP Inclusive Political Processes Team 

serves as the Technical Secretariat for the Partnership. 

The UNPRPD also works closely with multiple civil 

society organizations including the International 

Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability 

and Development Consortium (IDDC).

The UNPRPD is supported by the UNPRPD Fund, 

a Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) established to 

mobilize resources for the Partnership. The UNPRPD 

MPTF is administered by the UNDP Multi-Partner 

Trust Fund Office (MPTF Office) and builds on 

the experience developed by the MPTF Office in 

managing multiple Multi-Partner Trust Funds and  

joint programmes around the world.
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