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“I would like to express my appreciation for the great 

contribution made by the UNPRPD for the promotion of the 

rights of persons with disabilities in Tunisia. The work within 

the UNPRPD Advocacy Group inspired and encouraged me to 

experience with confidence and great determination the political 

life in my country with the purpose of defending and promoting 

the rights of persons with disabilities. I stood for the legislative 

elections in October 2014 and I was thereby the first woman  

with a disability to run for the elections in Tunisia.”

Temna Tebib 
member of the UNPRPD Advocacy Group  

and the Tunisian Association of Democratic Women

UN organizations __________________________ ILO, OHCHR, UNICEF

Budget ________________________________________ US$ 350,000

Duration ___________________________________ Oct 2013-Dec 2015



BACKGROUND

The UNPRPD project ‘The New Tunisia Won’t Be Built 

Without Us’ was established in 2013 to create solid 

foundations for the realization of the rights of persons with 

disabilities in the context of Tunisia’s political transition.  

Key elements of this initiative included sensitization work 

aimed at changing negative attitudes towards persons with 

disabilities; capacity strengthening of duty bearers and right 

holders alike in the area of disability rights; the strengthening 

of data collection systems and work aimed at expanding 

opportunities for persons with disabilities to enter the 

workplace and be included in mainstream schools.
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RESULTS

ADOPTION OF THE TUNISIAN 
CHARTER ON THE RIGHTS OF 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES  

The project supported a broad coalition of organiza-

tion of persons with disabilities in drafting a Charter 

on the rights of persons with disabilities through a 

highly consultative process involving more than 500 

persons across Tunisia. Assistance was also pro-

vided to representatives of persons with disabilities 

in carrying out an advocacy campaign to secure polit-

ical support for the Charter. As a result of this cam-

paign, the President of the Tunisian Republic, Beji 

Caid Essebsi, formally committed to the principles 

outlined in the Charter, and 86 percent of the current 

Members of Parliament are affiliated with parties that 

have endorsed the document. Various institutional 

changes have already been triggered by the Charter, 

including the creation of a Parliamentary Committee 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

ENHANCED POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 
THROUGH INCLUSIVE ELECTIONS 

The UNPRPD project provided the impetus for activ-

ities aimed at making elections more inclusive con-

ducted within the framework of UNDP’s ‘Support to 

the Electoral Process in Tunisia.’ As a result of these 

activities, during the 2014 legislative elections 50 

percent of voting centers were equipped with Braille 

ballot forms and more than 220 voting centers were 

made accessible to people with reduced mobility  

(up from 55 in the previous election cycle). 

Furthermore, a voter education campaign specifically 

targeting persons with disabilities was implemented 

through multiple media. 
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STRENGTHENED INCLUSIVE 
EDUCATION SYSTEM 

Assistance was provided by the project to implement 

inclusive education pilot initiatives in three regions. 

These initiatives delivered training to 60 education 

professionals, supported the inclusion of 3,000 chil-

dren with disabilities in mainstream schools and facil-

itated the creation of local coordination groups to 

supervise the application of inclusive education poli-

cies at the local level. 

The results of the pilots and subsequent advocacy 

efforts carried out by the UNPRPD and its partners 

triggered significant changes in the Tunisian educa-

tion system. A new position was created within the 

Ministry of Education, which, among other things, will 

be responsible for supervising the inclusion of chil-

dren with disabilities in mainstream schools. Inclusive 

education principles were integrated in the national 

sectoral Plan for Education, drafted as part of the 

National Development Plan 2016-2020. And, for the 

first time, the Ministry of the Education started to col-

lect data (disaggregated by gender) on the enrollment 

of children with disabilities. 

The Ministry of Women, Family and Childhood 

launched a series of initiatives, with project assis-

tance, to facilitate the preschool inclusion of children 

with disabilities as a way to prevent future school 

dropout and exclusion. An example of these initia-

tives was the development of a practical guidance 

note for preschool educators on integrating chil-

dren with disabilities into early childhood education 

facilities. 
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IMPROVED DISABILITY DATA 
COLLECTION

Advocacy efforts carried out by the project led to 

the inclusion of the Washington Group short set of 

questions into the 2014 national census. In addi-

tion, a national group on disability statistics was cre-

ated within the National Council of Statistics to gener-

ate knowledge on disability, mainstream disability into 

national information systems and provide the neces-

sary evidence to inform policymaking in the area of 

disability rights. The national group is currently carry-

ing out a mapping of relevant information sources and 

a preliminary analysis of the newly available data. 



THE UNITED NATIONS PARTNERSHIP ON 
RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
(UNPRPD) 

Officially launched in 2011, the United Nations 

Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(UNPRPD) is a unique collaborative effort that brings 

together UN entities, governments, disabled people’s 

organizations and the broader civil society to advance 

disability rights around the world. The UNPRPD 

supports the full implementation of the Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) by 

facilitating policy dialogue, coalition-building and 

capacity-development at country, regional and global 

levels. In doing so, it leverages the comparative 

advantage of multiple stakeholders to advance the 

vision of a “society for all” in the 21st century.

The UN entities participating in the UNPRPD are the 

International Labour Organization (ILO), the Office of 

the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR),  

the United Nations Department for Economic and Social 

Affairs (UNDESA), the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Educational, 

Cultural and Scientific Organization (UNESCO), the 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations 

Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 

Women (UN Women), the World Health Organization 

(WHO). The UNDP Inclusive Political Processes Team 

serves as the Technical Secretariat for the Partnership. 

The UNPRPD also works closely with multiple civil 

society organizations including the International 

Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability 

and Development Consortium (IDDC).

The UNPRPD is supported by the UNPRPD Fund, 

a Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) established to 

mobilize resources for the Partnership. The UNPRPD 

MPTF is administered by the UNDP Multi-Partner 

Trust Fund Office (MPTF Office) and builds on 

the experience developed by the MPTF Office in 

managing multiple Multi-Partner Trust Funds and  

joint programmes around the world.

UNPRPD



UNPRPD Technical Secretariat 

One United Nations Plaza

New York, NY, 10017 USA

For more information: UNPRPD.Secretariat@undp.org




