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“The UNPRPD project in Viet Nam has supported the  

UNCT to better respond to the multifaceted nature of disability 

rights by integrating the expertise of various UN agencies. 

It has improved synergies across UNCT thematic areas of 

intervention and programme on disability rights. Importantly, 

it has strengthened the role of organizations of persons with 

disabilities to engage with policymakers at the highest level, 

the Parliament and the Government, particularly in the processes 

and discussions leading up to the CRPD Ratification. The newly 

established National Committee for Disability, which is tasked 

with coordination functions for CRPD implementation, has 4 

representatives of disabled persons organizations. In promoting 

access to justice for persons with disabilities, the UNPRPD 

project strengthened the role of persons with disabilities  

not just as beneficiaries of legal aid but also as active  

providers of it in their own communities.”

Pratibha Mehta 
UN Resident Coordinator, Viet Nam

UN organizations ____________________________ ILO, UNDP, UNICEF

Budget ________________________________________ US$ 350,000

Duration ___________________________________ Mar 2013-Dec 2015



BACKGROUND

The UNPRPD project Strengthening the Role of Disabled 

People’s Organizations to Advance Disability Rights in 

Vietnam was designed to increase the capacity of persons 

with disabilities to undertake individual and collective action 

to demand the realization of their rights. One component of 

the project focused on promoting the meaningful participation 

of organizations of persons with disabilities in policy dialogue 

related to the ratification of the CRPD, which Viet Nam signed 

in 2009. Another component aimed to advance access to 

justice for persons with disabilities by raising legal awareness 

and providing legal aid services, including assistance in 

interactions with different parts of the public administration.



CONVENTION

2014
raTifiCaTion of The CrPd

RESULTS

SUPPORT TO CRPD RATIFICATION

A range of advocacy, analysis and policy dialogue ini-

tiatives were carried out by the project in support of 

the process that led to Viet Nam’s ratification of the 

CRPD — without reservations — on 28 November 

2014. Activities implemented in this context included 

CRPD ratification feasibility and impact studies  

— undertaken in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and other government institutions — 

as well as consultative workshops, such as the dia-

logue event ‘The CRPD and the role of organizations 

of persons with disabilities,’ jointly organized with the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and featuring interventions 

of several national and international experts.

POLICY REVIEWS

As a result of advocacy efforts supported by the pro-

ject, the Law on Social Insurance (Law no.58/2014/

QH13) and the Law on Vocational Education (Law no. 

74/2014/QH13) were amended to ensure the inclu-

sion of persons with disabilities in social insurance 

and vocational training programmes. A number of 

regulatory documents on social assistance, health 

insurance, public transport and education were also 

revised to ensure the full recognition of the rights  

of people with disabilities.



PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN POLICY DIALOGUE

The UNPRPD project in Viet Nam facilitated unprec-

edented levels of institutionalized engagement for 

persons with disabilities and their organizations, rep-

resenting a significant departure from previously low-

profile and tokenistic involvement. Two events are 

symbolic of this process: the first televised national 

debate between a representative of persons with dis-

abilities (Ms. Do Thi Huyen, Chair of the Association 

of People with Disabilities of North Tu Liem district) 

and a Member of Parliament (Mr. Ngo Duc Manh, Vice 

Chairman of the National Assembly External Relations 

Committee), and the opportunity provided to Vong 

Minh Nhi, a 15-year-old girl with visual impairment, 

to address Members of Parliament at a workshop on 

CRPD ratification organized for the National Assembly.

Representatives of more than 60 organizations of per-

sons with disabilities were trained by the project on 

policy and advocacy techniques and actively involved 

in an assessment of existing polices and services for 

persons with disabilities. A total of eight training work-

shops on the CRPD and the national disability law 

were organized and attended by 520 participants, 

including representatives of persons with disabilities, 

journalists, employers and other social actors. Many 

participants in these trainings have since become 

agents of change in their communities and are actively 

advocating for the promotion of the rights of persons 

with disabilities. 

The perception of persons with disabilities and 

their role in society has started to change within 

Vietnamese institutions as a result of sensitization 

efforts carried out by the project. As noted by a per-

son with a disability involved in the initiative: “It really 

represents a truly meaningful change in government’s 

attitudes when organizations of persons with disabil-

ities are treated as equals by [representatives of] the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”

Four representatives of organizations of persons  

with disabilities will be included among the 18 mem-

bers of the newly established National Committee  

for Disabilities. 
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INCREASED ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Technical and financial assistance was provided by 

the project to the Action to Community Development 

Centre to establish the first legal aid network for 

people with disabilities led by people with disabili-

ties in Viet Nam. Originally located in Hanoi, the net-

work has progressively expanded its reach to five 

other provinces in the Northern and Central parts of 

the country, where it has provided legal advice in a 

broad range of areas such as civil disputes related to 

land and housing, applications for social policy enti-

tlements and submission of complaints to local gov-

ernments. Over three years, 3,887 persons (1,878 

women and 2,008 men) have benefited from legal 

assistance delivered by the network. Additionally, 

under a Memorandum of Understanding facilitated 

by the project, law professors and students engaged 

in the Law on Disability programme at Hanoi Law 

University directly provided free legal aid to more 

than 1,000 persons with disabilities during their 

internships with around 20 organizations of persons 

with disabilities in Hanoi and other provinces. 

The success of the UNPRPD-supported legal aid net-

work highlighted the significant demand for legal 

information and assistance among persons with dis-

abilities. In recognition of this demand, in December 

2015 the Ministry of Justice included persons with 

disabilities as a discrete beneficiary group in the pro-

posed draft Law on Legal Aid. Furthermore, in the 

draft Action Plan for CRPD implementation, clear tar-

gets and budgetary support have been set for legal 

aid to persons with disabilities.
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THE UNITED NATIONS PARTNERSHIP ON 
RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES (UNPRPD)

Officially launched in 2011, the United Nations 

Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(UNPRPD) is a unique collaborative effort that brings 

together UN entities, governments, disabled people’s 

organizations and the broader civil society to advance 

disability rights around the world. The UNPRPD 

supports the full implementation of the Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) by 

facilitating policy dialogue, coalition-building and 

capacity-development at country, regional and global 

levels. In doing so, it leverages the comparative 

advantage of multiple stakeholders to advance the 

vision of a “society for all” in the 21st century.

The UN entities participating in the UNPRPD are the 

International Labour Organization (ILO), the Office of 

the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR),  

the United Nations Department for Economic and Social 

Affairs (UNDESA), the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Educational, 

Cultural and Scientific Organization (UNESCO), the 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations 

Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 

Women (UN Women), the World Health Organization 

(WHO). The UNDP Inclusive Political Processes Team 

serves as the Technical Secretariat for the Partnership. 

The UNPRPD also works closely with multiple civil 

society organizations including the International 

Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability 

and Development Consortium (IDDC).

The UNPRPD is supported by the UNPRPD Fund, 

a Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) established to 

mobilize resources for the Partnership. The UNPRPD 

MPTF is administered by the UNDP Multi-Partner 

Trust Fund Office (MPTF Office) and builds on 

the experience developed by the MPTF Office in 

managing multiple Multi-Partner Trust Funds and  

joint programmes around the world.
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